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by Alexander Goughe, who vouches for the
accuracy of the attribution; and Goughe was in a
position to know, for he had been a member of
the King's Company from 1626 (when, as a boy,
he was acting female parts) until the period of
the silencing of the theatres. There can be little
doubt that the play, though not originally pro-
duced by the King's Men, had finally passed into
their possession. Scepticism, however, has arisen
as to the accuracy of the assignment of its author-
ship to Jonson, Middleton, and Fletcher, for,
when scholars came to analyse the text, most of
them were inclined to attribute it to Middleton
alone, and few could find any traces of Jonson
or Fletcher.1 It is not at all likely that with the
transference of the play to the King's Men some
revision of the text took place, but the alterations
would hardly have been drastic enough to
eliminate all trace of Jonson's and Fletcher's
work, if work of theirs had been there. So far
as Jonson is concerned, however, it never struck
any of the investigators that his contribution to
the whole was no more than plotting the play.
* For specific details, see E. H. C. Oliphant, The Plays
ofBeaumont and Fletcher, p. 493. In this section of the book
the whole question of the origin and fortunes of The
Widow is minutely considered.